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Solar Energy Contract Awarded 


HUD has awarded a $238,000 contract in the solar energy field to Arthur D. Little, 
Inc., Cambridge, Massachusetts, for development of a location matrix... or plan. . . under 
which HUD can select sites for the demonstration and long-range evaluation of solar heating 
and cooling equipment in residences. 


The location matrix will also enable HUD to match individual locations with 
appropriate types of solar systems. The demonstrations could involve up to 100 locations 
over a 5-year period. 


The HUD residential solar heating and cooling demonstration is part of a larger effort 
headed by the Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDA) which calls for 
demonstrations of solar heating by the end of fiscal 1977 and combined solar heating and 
cooling by the end of fiscal year 1979. In addition to the HUD residential demonstration, 
ERDA will conduct a demonstration of commercial and agricultural applications. 


The final plan will be ready by October 1 of this year...and will include a 
recommended list of demonstration project locations, correlating the various selection factors 
with the solar energy systems of each location. 


The HUD contractor will work closely with the General Electric Company and the 
InterTechnology Corporation, which are now developing similar plans for ERDA’s demonstra- 
tion program. Dr. Peter Glaser, head of Engineering Sciences for Arthur D. Little and past 
president of the Jnternational Solar Energy Society, will direct the HUD project. 


* 
Smaller City Package Available 


Revitalization of Downtown: Self-Help Guidelines for the Smaller City. ..a package 
of slides, script, and manual of operations prepared by PROD, Inc., of Santa Cruz, California, 
under a Comprehensive Planning Research and Development Project grant from HUD. PROD 
(Private Revitalization of Downtown) has recorded the steps taken by its founder. . . the late 
Chuck Abbott...in encouraging the private interests in Santa Cruz to bring about a 
revitalization and renewal of the downtown business district... which has had a significant 
impact upon the entire community. (The Santa Cruz program was covered in detail in the 
February 1975 issue of HUD Challenge. Single copies of the magazine are available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402, for $1.40.) The PROD Package is 
designed to ‘assist the smaller city...up to 50,000 to 75,000...in facing the issues of a 
declining business district and deteriorating downtown. It includes a set of slides showing 
alternatives, a manual of operations, and other general information. 


The Package is available for a mailing charge of $3.50...as long as quantities 
last... from PROD, Inc., 406 Lincoln Street, Santa Cruz, California 95060, to communities 
which fit within the general guidelines. 





80 Percent Like Their Neighborhood 


Fourth-fifths of the households in the Nation consider their neighborhood a 
satisfactory place to live. .. according to a survey released by the Census Bureau. The survey 
was conducted for HUD. 


The 1973 Annual Housing Survey showed that 80 percent of all households rated 
their neighborhoods as good or excellent places to live; 71 percent of central city dwellers 
shared this view. .. compared to 85 percent of suburban dwellers. 


Only 3.4 percent felt that specific conditions in their neighborhood were so 
objectionable they wanted to move. 


In central cities of metropolitan areas, 5.2 percent of households wanted to move 
because of objectionable circumstances in contrast to 2.9 percent in suburban areas. 


Street noise and heavy traffic were most frequently mentioned as neighborhood 
irritants—by 48.8 percent and 29 percent, respectively. 


Objectionable neighborhood crime was cited by 13.2 percent of the respondents. 


In regard to neighborhood services, public transportation was cited most often by the 
households surveyed. . . 32.4 percent. . . as being inadequate. 


In addition to occupants’ attitudes about their neighborhoods and services provided 
there, indicators of housing quality such as availability of plumbing and kitchen facilities, 
physical condition, and mechanical serviceability are included. The report is the second in a 
series of four to be published from this survey; Part A, General Housing Characteristics, was 
published earlier. 


Part D, Housing Characteristics of Recent Movers, and Part C, Financial Char- 
acteristics of the Housing Inventory, are scheduled to be released later. 


Copies of this report, Part B, Indicators of Housing and Neighborhood Quality, Series 
H-150-73B, are available for $2.75 from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 
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Analysts See A Better 1976 


The Economic Forum of the Conference Board expects the current business recovery 
to continue throughout 1976...and looks for a decline in inflation. The Forum 
... composed of 11 academic and business economists. ..meets twice a year to assess the 
economic outlook for the Conference Board. ..the nonprofit business research organization 
maintained by a large segment of American industry. 


There is also an optimistic outlook in the consensus of housing experts reported by 
Dr. Donald M. Kaplan, Director of FHLBB’s Office of Economic Research, that housing 
starts will recover to a range of 1.4 million to 1.65 million units in 1976. ..compared with 
1.15 million units in 1975. Speaking at the Bank Board’s Fifth Annual Housing Forecast 
Conference held in Washington, Dr. Kaplan said there was a general feeling that the potential 
demand for housing would remain greater than the effective demand... yet economic and 
financial conditions would be more favorable for housing in 1976 than in 1975. In 
addition. .. some housing experts foresaw an improvement in credit market conditions and a 
moderation of inflation pressures that should spill over into 1977 and provide the basis for 
an even healthier housing industry atmosphere in that year. 


Other predictions were that the recovery in multifamily construction is likely to be 
slower than in single-family construction but will begin to occur as rental markets tighten 
and some new construction is initiated under Government subsidy programs. Over the longer 
run, it was believed that the maintenance of the high level of housing starts will depend upon 
the ability to successfully control inflation and to structure financial institutions so that 
mortgage funds are available to the consumer at a reasonable cost. 





New Publications 


Services Available to HUD-Related Businesses in International Trade...a Special 
Report prepared by HUD’s Office of International Affairs. \dentifies various services which 
are available to U.S. businesses engaged in (or interested in becoming involved in) the fields 
of housing and community development overseas. For sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. Price: $1.10, (Stock No. 023-000-00301-5). 


Seguro Federal Contra Crimenes Contra Robos Y Perdidas Causadas Pro Robos...A 
Spanish-language version of HUD’s booklet describing the Federal Crime Insurance 
program. . . administered by HUD. It is available free from any HUD office. 


The National Housing Partnership...a pamphlet describing how NHP enters into 
partnership with local builders, developers, or nonprofit and community organizations to 
produce projects serving lower-income Americans. Currently... NHP has commitments to 
participate in 145 projects in 32 States containing 22,160 units and costing more than $443 
million. It is a private organization created by the Congress to stimulate by private enterprise 
housing for low- or moderate-income families, and received its initial capital of $42 million 
from investment by 270 leading corporations, utilities, financial organizations, and labor 
unions. Among the methods of operation described in the pamphlet are joint ventures, equity 
purchases, and sponsorship with nonprofit and community organizations. Single copies of the 
pamphlet are available free from the Department of Corporate Affairs, National Housing 
Partnership, 1133 15th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005. Enclose a self-addressed stamped 
envelope 9% x 4 inches in size. 


Fiscal Impact of Land Development: A Critique of Methods and Review of 
Issues... by Tom Muller. . . published by the Land Use Center of the Urban Institute under a 
grant from HUD. Copies are available from the Center, 2100 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20037. Price $2.95. 


The Urban & Social Change Review... published semiannually by the Graduate 
School of Social Work Alumni Association of Boston College. The journal’s major aim is to 
provide and promote integration in the broad field of human service and action program- 
ming. Subscription rate is $4 per year for individuals; $6 for institutions. Address the Review 
at McGuinn Hall, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Mass. 02167. 


How People Feel About Downtown Parking. .. an opinion research study. The answer 
to this question, and to countless other questions about downtown and parking, are analyzed 
in this report. Price $11.50 from Downtown Research and Development Center, 555 Madison 
Avenue, New York, New York 10022. 


The Nation’s Cities... Change and Challenge... by Patrick Healy III, for many years 
Executive Vice President. .. and now Director of the Office of International Relations for the 
National League of Cities and United States Conference of Mayors, expertly chronicles the 
far-reaching changes in cities and metropolitan areas brought on by the acceleration of 
urbanization. 288 pages; illustrated; $8.95. Published by Harper & Row, 10 E. 53rd St., New 
York, New York 10022. May be ordered from your bookseller or direct from the publisher. 


Components of Change for the Adult Populations of Cities by Age, Sex, and 
Color... by P. Neal Ritchy and Barbara L. Bishop. Prepared by the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory for HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research. . . this statistical bulletin 
provides, for the first time, component estimates of population change for 1,905 incorpo- 
rated cities with 10,000 or more inhabitants in 1970. Separate tabulations are presented for 
each city, broken down by age, sex, and color. Nine volumes paperbound; $4.80 per volume. 
Available from the Regional and Urban Studies Information Center (RUSTIC), Southern 
Regional Demographic Group, Oak Ridge Associated Universities, P.O. Box 117, Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee 37830. 





HUD Research Reports Available 


A number of reports have been issued by HUD’s Office of Policy Development and 
Research. 

Graffiti Removal...The results of testing (for HUD by the National Bureau of 
Standards) of 24 commercially available removal products on 36 different aerosol paints 
applied to brick, limestone, wood, and aluminum are presented. Further information from C. 
Arnolts, Division of Building Technology and Safety Research, Room 8158, HUD, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20410. 

Fog-Dried Paint. .. Now is used in several major cities, this innovative latex paint and 
application technique is odorless, rapid drying, quickly applied, and permits easy cleanup 
with minor inconvenience to occupants of public housing and other housing and office 
spaces. In conjunction with a new-type seamless flooring and electro-static paint, the 
fog-dried paint application has been demonstrated to local housing officials in 10 cities 
through a mobile demonstration unit. An overview of the technique and recent field 
demonstrations is available at no cost from HUD, Division of Building Technology and Safety 
Research, Room 8158, Washington, D.C. 20410. 

Neighborhood Preservation: A Catalogue of Local Programs. ..is designed to assist 
local officials and community groups in selecting appropriate approaches to neighborhood 
preservation. This publication describes 100 locally initiated preservation programs with 
information on objectives, program operations, participants and their rules,.costs and funding 
sources, and program strengths and problems. For sale at $5.15 per copy by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Washington, D.C. 20402. (Stock No. 023-00-002850). 

Measuring Impacts of Land Development...was developed for HUD by the Urban 
Institute and represents an initial, organized approach to the thorny problems faced by those 
who must make important land use decisions. The report is designed to help local officials 
approach land use issues in an orderly way, with emphasis on how various choices will affect 
the community environment, including jobs, housing, transportation, and clean air. Available 
at $2.95 per copy from the Urban Institute, 2100 M St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20037, 
(Order No. URI 86000) Summary available free from HUD’s Office of Policy Development 
and Research, Room 8126, Washington, D.C. 20410. 
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